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Welcome to the Mississippi Writers Page Newsletter for
June 6-12, 2003
In this issue:
This week in Mississippi Literary History
News about Mississippi Writers
New books by Mississippi writers
Author events: readings, book signings, and appearances
On the horizon: events coming up in the weeks and months ahead
THIS WEEK in MISSISSIPPI LITERARY HISTORY
The following events all happened during this week in Mississippi history.
Year:
1816: Writer Catherine Ann Warfield, née “Ware,” was born in Natchez, Mississippi. (June 6)
1904: Historian E. Wilson Lyon was born in Heidelberg, Mississippi. (June 6)
1915: Theologian J. Hardee Kennedy was born in Quitman, Mississippi. (June 12)
1917: Poet Charles Lamar Nelson was born in Lafayette County, Mississippi. (June 9)
1927: English professor William U. McDonald, Jr., was born in Meridian, Mississippi. (June 10)
1937: Tennessee Williams’ one-act play Me, Vasha! placed fourth out of the competition in his
playwriting class at Washington University. (June 12)
1960: Poet and professor Robert W. Hamblin married Barbara Kaye Smith. (June 10)
1963: Civil rights leader Medgar Evers was shot and killed in the driveway of his home in
Jackson, Mississippi. (June 12)
1988: Theologian Lee A. Belford died in Leland, Mississippi. (June 12)
1989: English professor Calvin S. Brown died in Sanibel, Florida. (June 10)
NEWS about MISSISSIPPI WRITERS

Do you have a news item about a Mississippi writer? Please send your information to
mwp@olemiss.edu.
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NEW BOOKS by Mississippi Writers
Of Long Memory: Mississippi and the Murder of Medgar Evers
By Adam Nossiter
Da Capo Press (Paperback, $17.50, ISBN: 0306811626)
First published: 1994
Publication date: June 2002
Description from Publishers Weekly:

In this resonant and absorbing narrative, Nossiter uses the 1963 murder of NAACP staffer
Medgar Evers and the recent re-prosecution of assassin Byron de la Beckwith as a prism through
which to examine the significant evolution in hearts, minds and government in Mississippi.
Nossiter, who formerly covered Mississippi for the Atlanta Journal-Constitution , tells his story
mainly in deft profiles: Evers, the resolute field secretary shunned by many of the black
bourgeoisie in Jackson; Beckwith, the racist supported by the white establishment, whose first two
trials led to hung juries; prosecutor Bobby DeLaughter, who slowly developed a consciousness of
the past. By the late 1980s, with new political leaders in place and a collective introspection in
process, the state exhumed the case: information about jury tampering became known, formerly
reluctant witnesses testified and Beckwith was convicted. The need for this thoughtful analysis—a
more comprehensive look at the Evers case than Reed Massengill’s recent Beckwith biography,
Portrait of a Racist—is shown by a jury pool, black and white, almost universally ignorant of
Evers. —Copyright 1994 Reed Business Information, Inc.
AUTHOR EVENTS: Book Signings, Readings, and Appearances
June 19-22: Ford Center for the Performing Arts, The University of Mississippi, Oxford,
Mississippi
“Oxford Film Festival.” Oxford’s first community-sponsored film festival consists of 4 days of
screenings, along with workshops on film-making, screen-writing, etc., for adults and children,
juried professional independent and amateur films, presentations and awards. Ticket prices &
details TBA. 10 a.m.-midnight daily. For more information, visit the festival web site,
www.oxfordfilmfest.com.
June 26-29: The University of Mississippi, Oxford, Mississippi
The “Yoknapatawpha Summer Writers’ Workshop” is designed to give poets and fiction writers
experience in the art of writing. The workshop features writing practice and critiques, as well as
readings and craft presentations. By the end of the four days, participants should emerge with
improved writing skills, as well as a greater appreciation for the process from thought to printed
page. Open to anyone interested in writing. Pre-registration is required. Tuition for the workshop
is $395 per person and includes workshops, lectures, panel discussions, readings, and one evening
reception. The registration deadline is Friday, June 6, 2003. For more information, visit the
workshop web site, www.outreach.olemiss.edu/summer/yokna_writers/.
If you know of upcoming literary events by or about Mississippi writers, please let us know by
writing us at mwp@olemiss.edu.
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ON THE HORIZON
The following events are planned for the coming weeks and months. You may wish to begin
planning now to attend or participate.
July 20-24, 2003
30th Annual Faulkner & Yoknapatawpha Conference, The University of Mississippi, Oxford,
Mississippi. Information and registration forms available at
www.outreach.olemiss.edu/events/faulkner/.
October 16, 2003
Elmore Leonard, author of more than 30 novels (including Bandits, Get Shorty, and Tishomingo
Blues), numerous film and television productions, essays and commentaries, will read and talk
about his career. For more information on Leonard, visit www.elmoreleonard.com/. Elmore
Leonard’s new book, When the Women Come Out to Dance, is to be published in November 2003.
Johnson Commons Ballroom, The University of Mississippi, 7 p.m. Sponsored by the John and
Renee Grisham Visiting Writers Series and the Department of English at the University of
Mississippi.
If you know of additional news items for this newsletter or if you have suggestions, please write us
at mwp@olemiss.edu.
For more information about events in the Oxford and University of Mississippi community, see
the Ole Miss Community Calendar:
www.olemiss.edu/calendar/
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